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woxking with the Appropriatlons Conmttee, understanding
nore of what goes to put together state government. | am
golng to support this bringing oi this bill to the floor

for that very reason, that it is a new area that | think

we ought to be venturing into, and that is the whole area
of spox'ts and athletics in our hlgh schools, 1n our coll eges,
how they interrelate with the whol e educati onal process,

if they are doing it right, if there «se sone 1nproprieties,
and | guess the only way | have learned in the past to get
into the process is to have an issue before you. Now it

nmay be a silly one 1n sone people's nmind and to a degree

I think I would never support the particul ar proposal of
Senat or Chanbers as a hill but | do support using it as

a sinple vehicle to delve into, to open up, to look into
the whol e issue of athletics and our educational system 1n
this state and whether they interrelate properly or im
properly, and if we need to nake some changes, and the only
way you do that is opening that door, | ooki n? in, and ]
starting to pull out the bodies, see howit functions. This
bill is sinply a vehicle to do it and for that reason | am
golng to give a vote to put it on the floor, not with any
intention as | suggested to say thls bill is a reasonable
solution to anything. The bill more than anything raises
reasonabl e questions. So | urge you to do it if for no other
reason than that.

PRESIDENT: The Chalrrecognlses Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATOR R JOHNSON:  Nr. President, nenbers of the body,

| am probably as close to Nebraska football as probably
nore than anyone el se because | live in a fanmly that has
had the past flve years a player on the Nebraska foothball team
ny brother Brad Johnson, who was a wal k-on at the University,
and then later on received a scholarship to play with the
University, and was unfortunately behind one of Nebraska's
probabI% greatest players, Dave Ri mi ngton, but brad did

get a chance to play and did get a chance to participate
with the University football program and | have |istened
carefully through Senator Chanbers remarks and | have to
beg to differ that some of the things that he raises did

not happen with Brad. The plush apartnents and stereos and
cars slnply weren't there. The high paying Jobs that he
tal ked about | don't think Brad ever got involved in. Now

I don't know, of course, he was a second string center so
maybe he wasn't part of the deals that were nmade but unfor-
tunately | would have to beg to differ that this is probably
not the right thing to do. Certalnly there are things that
we need to look at. | xespect Senator Chanbers. | worked
with himthe whole year and | know he is serious about this
matter but | guess in ny own lnstance | am serious,too.

Brad is nowwith the Boston Breakers in the USPL end he is
being paid what he is to do and that is to play football,
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